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Vol. VIII, 1901— November. 

Vol. IX, 1902— May and June-July. 

Vol. XI, 1909— April. 

Vol. XIV, 1907— Jan. and Oct. 

Vol. XIX, 1912— June and July. 

Vol. XX, 1913— Oct. 

Professor W. D. MacMillan, who spent the autumn in Texas, has now 
returned to his work at the University of Chicago in the department of astronomy. 
Professors E. J. Wilczynski and H. E. Slaught are out of residence during the 
winter quarter, and Professor L. E. Dickson has returned from his sojourn at 
the University of California. 



NOTES ON THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

ASSOCIATION. 

By H. E. SLAUGHT, University of Chicago. 

The attendance at the third annual meeting was most gratifying, in view of 
war conditions. The total number present at the various sessions was 119, 
including 93 members. Members from a great distance were warmly welcomed, 
including Professors Cajori from Colorado, Dodd and Ettlinger from Texas, 
Huntington, Phillips, and Ransom from Massachusetts, Archibald from Rhode 
Island, and Kingston from Winnipeg. 

The joint dinner on Thursday evening with the Chicago Section of the Society 
was attended by seventy-three persons and proved most enjoyable. The Quad- 
rangle Club is admirably adapted for such occasions, providing ample room and 
complete seclusion, with full opportunity for social intercourse both before and 
after the dinner and, indeed, throughout the progress of the meetings. President 
Cajori presided and short talks were given by members representing various 
parts of the country. A matter of deep interest was the Secretary's roll-call of 
mathematicians in the national service, a manifestly incomplete list, which, 
however, was supplemented by numerous additions on the spot, and which it is 
desired to make as complete as possible for early publication in the Monthly. 

As was the case at the New York meeting a year ago, there was much sustained 
enthusiasm over the election of officers which was closed at the business meeting 
late Friday afternoon. The contest was very close in some cases, especially in 
connection with the Council. The detailed figures will be given in the Secretary's 
official report. The result was as follows: E. V. Huntington, President; D. N. 
Lehmer and J. W. Young, Vice-Presidents; W. D. Cairns, Secretary-Treasurer; 
Florian Cajori, Elizabeth B. Cowley, G. A. Miller, and E. J. Wilczynski, members 
of the Council to serve till January 1920. The Secretary's figures will show that 
the total vote was not as large as one would suppose it should be. Probably 
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many have not yet fully realized that these are real elections and that each and 
every member has a voice in the determination of the affairs of the Association. 
Why should we not have at least 1,000 votes at these annual elections? 

The program was pronounced on every hand to be excellent. It was the 
first occasion when voluntary papers were called for by the Committee, but it is 
understood that henceforth this is to be an integral part of all programs. This 
announcement is made thus early in order that all may be aware of the privilege 
and that many may take advantage of the coming months to prepare such 
papers for submission to the next program committee for approval long in advance 
of the next meeting. On this occasion the time was very short, too short, but 
evidently those who responded to the call had been preparing for emergencies — 
at any rate, the result was most gratifying. The programs of all the sectional 
meetings are evidently conducted entirely on this basis and with great success — 
indeed, the sectional meetings should prove to be a fruitful source for the dis- 
covery of good papers for the national programs. 

The address of Professor Roever proved to be inspiring and the prolonged 
discussion which it aroused led to the expression of a desire to organize the college 
teachers of descriptive geometry as a special division of the Association — at 
present they have no organization and are laboring under the dilemma that they 
are recognized neither by the drawing departments nor by the mathematical 
departments. The feeling prevailed that we in the Association should welcome 
them into full mathematical fellowship and steps will soon be taken to invite 
them into the membership of the Association. 

The financial report of the Secretary-Treasurer showed a safe balance on the 
1917 business of the Association. Whether this will be maintained during 1918 
depends upon the loyalty and support of the present membership. There will 
be the temptation — even the pressure — in the case of many to economize by 
dropping memberships in some of the scientific associations, but now is the 
time, of all times, when such organizations should be supported at all hazards — 
even at personal sacrifice on the part of individuals. Many such bodies are 
proposing to hold on the rolls of active membership all who are in the military 
or naval service of the country without their payment of dues if they so request. 
Our Council voted to put our Association among those who gladly perform this 
patriotic service, believing that our membership will back up this action by holding 
our numbers not only up to the present total but by actually increasing this total 
through still further accretions from the ranks of present non-members. It was 
surely gratifying to have twenty-two individuals and two institutions elected to 
membership at this meeting. 

In spite of the heavy burden (over $400) for increased cost of paper for the 
Monthly during 1917, the Association carried on the work of its standing com- 
mittees and provided the subvention agreed upon for the Annals; and we look 
forward with confidence to 1918 feeling assured that no backward step will be 
necessary on account of the lessening of individual support. 
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An important step forward was taken in connection with the amendment to 
the constitution providing for a further subdivision of the editorial responsi- 
bilities. Professor Carmichael now becomes editor-in-chief of the Monthly 
and a feeling of absolute confidence prevails throughout the Association that the 
Monthly could not be in better hands, and that we are entering upon an epoch 
of distinct advancement. Already, improvements and new departments are in 
process of development which will commend themselves to all readers of the 
journal. The personnel of the editorial committee remains unchanged except 
for the promotion of Professor Carmichael to the editorship. The business 
management of the Monthly remains as heretofore. In accordance with the 
amended by-laws, the associate editors are now appointed annually by the 
Council on the recommendation of the editorial committee. These appointments 
will appear in the official report of the Council actions. The Council held three 
sessions, ten members being present at each session. 

In response to a call sent out previous to the Chicago meeting, some twenty- 
five Illinois members of the Association met on Thursday afternoon to consider 
the question of forming a section of the Association. The secretary's report of 
this meeting will appear in the February number of the Monthly. 



An effort was made to compile a more serviceable index to the last volume 
of the Monthly than those in previous volumes, and it is hoped that this effort 
will appeal to our readers as worth while and justifying the added labor and ex- 
pense involved. The work was done under the supervision of Professor Helen 
A. Merrill of the editorial staff. 



